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New partnership: AusAID joins REEEP to green the Pacific

AusAID has for the first time partnered with REEEP to expand renewable energy use and energy
efficiency in the Pacific region.

The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), in partnership with AusAlID, will
fund new projects in the Pacific to help kick-start the uptake of renewables and energy efficiency in
emerging markets.

REEEP recently selected four organisations with an additional three waitlisted to receive funding for
innovative sustainable energy projects in the Pacific.

Under a similar scheme, REEEP recently completed implementation of a unique microfinance project
which enabled Solomon Islanders to barter crops for solar panels, providing much needed light to remote
rural communities.

“Projects like this create business opportunities for local industry while significantly reducing the
countries’ vulnerability from dependence on imported fossil fuels”, said Eva Oberender, Regional Director
South East Asia Pacific REEEP.

“REEEP funding provides the opportunity to test new clean energy or energy efficiency models that then
can be applied on a larger scale” said Chris Andrew, CEO Greenlight Technology Group. Greenlight is
one of the Australian companies whose innovative idea has been chosen for application in the Pacific
region.

“‘REEEP helps create business development for those who have great ideas to reduce our carbon
footprint but wouldn’t otherwise be able to take action” Mr Andrew said.

“In allocating the funding, we were specifically looking for fresh approaches to accelerate clean energy
market development — projects that can be scaled up and replicated in other regions of the world.
Greenlight’'s sectoral application across the tourism industry will do just that by enabling smarter energy
use and reducing greenhouse gas emissions”, explained Ms Oberender.

“The Greenlight project will have the positive side effect of enabling communities to save large amounts
of money off their electricity bills” she added.

Visit www.reeep.org/index.php?id=443&special=showHotTopic&iHotld=861&sQuiteName=news&iQuiteld=252 for
more information on selected projects, such as a microfinance scheme with the Foundation for
Development Cooperation.

REEEP will continue to work with the Australian Government to assist Pacific communities replace fossil
fuels with renewable energy and support energy efficiency through appropriate policies and financing
mechanisms.

REEEP is an active, global public-private partnership that structures policy and regulatory initiatives for
clean energy, and facilitates financing for energy projects.

REEEP South East Asia and Pacific Regional Secretariat is hosted by the Clean Energy Council, based
in Melbourne Australia, and continues to tackle climate change through the ongoing support of the
Australian Government and additional support from the New Zealand Government and NAB.

For more information on this or other related projects contact
Eva Oberender, REEEP Regional Director, South East Asia and Pacific Regional Secretariat
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